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Dear Neighbors,
Another year has come and gone; now 2008 is just around the corner. 
As all of you know farming has not been good to any of us farmers the last few years. We have been hit by record droughts and lost 6 crops in a row. This in turn makes us have to buy more feed for the cows. As of today there are still 70 dairies in Alabama.
[image: C:\Users\Rinske\Pictures\Adobe\Digital Camera Photos\2007-11-08-1206-03\CIMG1793.JPG] We have been doing a lot of work across the road to get our field ready for a pivot. Behind our house and in between the farm we are going to dig a pond to catch all the rain water. So we hope to have lots of water to irrigate next year. This tractor-pan combination moves 35 yards in 1 lick. We hope to do lots of custom work after we get our pond finished.
[image: C:\Users\Rinske\Pictures\2007-05-20\051_edited.JPG]We will be 1st big dairy to go organic in the Southeast. It will take 3 years for the fields to be organic and 1 year for the cows. Our cows will go into transition next fall. In the mean time we are working to find out which crops will work the best for us. In past years we have planted ryegrass and then no till corn. We have learned that ryegrass is hard to kill without chemicals. We tried to flame it 3 times last spring and every time it came [image: http://www.ccof.org/images/usda.gif]back, so last week we planted oats because it will die in the spring.                                                                                            

[image: C:\Users\Rinske\Pictures\Adobe\Digital Camera Photos\2007-10-23-1654-01\CIMG1745_edited.JPG][image: C:\Users\Rinske\Pictures\Adobe\Digital Camera Photos\2007-08-12-1619-09\CIMG1525.JPG]The seal you see here is what you are suppose to see when you buy anything organic. So make sure when you think you are buying organic this seal should be on the product.                                                                                                                           In July we had a visit from 4 Chinese people to see how a dairy farm works in the Southeast.  We learned that in China they still get corn off the field by hand and then put it thru a machine to chop it up. If by the end of the day the cows did not get enough feed the Chinese would just quit and go home because they were tired.                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
This year is the first in which we started giving tours of our operation. Over the last 3 months, 300 kids have come to have a learning experience.                                                                    

                       

[image: C:\Users\Rinske\Pictures\Adobe\Digital Camera Photos\2007-08-23-1129-38\CIMG1620.JPG] This year we have done a lot of custom harvesting. The chopper even went to Selma to cut some drought stricken corn there.  In total we put 500 hrs on the chopper this year.                                                   
This sounds like a lot but most of the fields did not even make 6 tons an acre.
May be next year everything will look a lot better.

[image: C:\Users\Rinske\Documents\Scanned Documents\Image (27)_edited.jpg]Milk prices have set record highs, but so did diesel, feed and what have you not’s. In the graph you can see the milk-feed ratio, 3 is break even. This graph is from 1997-2007.
The milk-feed ratio represents the pounds of 16-percent mixed dairy feed equal in value to 1 pound of whole milk. The price of commercial prepared dairy feed is based on current U.S. prices received for corn, soybeans and alfalfa, says U.S.D.A. 
Whenever the ratio meets or exceeds 3.0, it is considered profitable to buy feed and produce milk.
(Source:USDA)
[image: C:\Users\Rinske\Pictures\Adobe\Digital Camera Photos\2007-12-19-1751-39\CIMG1875_edited.JPG]

Every month we have a payroll meeting with our 9 employees and their families. This picture was taken on December 17 when we had our Christmas dinner with all of them.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
--As always cow compost is free for neighbors and we still have a lot of fire wood, you are welcome to get. If we can help you with any equipment just give us a call.
--Please call us when you have a party so we can stop irrigation
--Let us know if you see something is going wrong, run off, pivots, cows out, etc.
-- If you have ANY questions, request, or complaints please call or stop by at the dairy 


Please accept our home made gift basket as compensation for the sometimes bothersome smell.
[image: Face To Face - Winter - Click Image to Close]
Wishing you and your family: Merry Christmas and a Healthy New Year!!   
Jan and Rinske
      Jonny, Mendy(&Kendall) and Ike
Moises and Marti
      Carmen and Mimo
Toby and Christi
      Boon and Bailey
Raul and Alicia
     Jose, Charlie and Juan
Fredy and Mayra
      Yairen
Hugo            Eppy         Maria
Lauro          Mario  
                                                                                   CC: 20 neighbors
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